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Two naïve and simple questions... 
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Took a look at the Dyalog APL 
conference programe, and – boom – 
there was Susie: When Excel is not 
Enough. But, Susie... – APL? 

It has actually been quite useful to me, and I am 
only representing the user’s perspective.......... 

Shouldn’t we invite 
Susie to give a guest 
lecture at one of our 
Friday meetings? 



A short introduction 
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European Credit Transfer 
System – ECTS points 

The nursing education is a full time study. 

It consists of 210 ECTS points: 

1. 120 theoretical points 

2. 90 points of clinical practice 

 

1 point = 25 hours of studying incl. 8 lessons 

1 week = 37.5 hours of studying incl. 12 lessons 
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The problem 

My two naïve and simple questions were: 

 

1. Do we actually provide each student 
with 12 lessons a week in the specified 
subjects? 

2. How much does each lecturer lecture? 
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The solution 
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43.5 lessons out of 137.5 were categorised as ”miscellaneous” 
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Don’t shoot the messenger! 

I was hired to do 
two things: 

1. Streamline the 
nursing education 

2. Create a 
knowledge centre 
of healthcare and 
welfare 
technology 

Dyalog APL - User Conference 2012 12 



Lessons learned 

1. Dyalog APL is fantastic when you 
have loads of raw data and 
insufficient tools! 

 Dyalog APL gives great insight into data 
and information needs 

2. But you need a domain specialist and 
a person with programming skills 

 A non-programmer cannot program 
Dyalog APL 
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Perspectives (1) 

Data mining in the Danish healthcare sector 
has great potential, as we have: 

 27 hospitals on 70 locations and 2100 GP 
clinics = 150.000 possible information 
exchange channels 

 +98 local authorities = 14 M possible 
information exchange channels 

 50 M points of care incl. 5 M admission 
days 
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Perspectives (2) 

Clinical information systems hold 
myriads of data on e.g. 

1. Pulse 

2. Blod pressure 

3. Temperature 
 

A tool for investigation of these data could be life 
saving, creating a situational awareness e.g. 
using ”Early Warning Score”. 

Dyalog APL - User Conference 2012 15 



Thank you! 
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Questions? 
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